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an able to consuit, must therefore
be the oldest of Leetles™

In his volume on the weevil Fabre
studies about Afteecn species of this
geons with the same intense care-
falness that marked his volumes ou

of

Fabyre,

I T

most interesti

inflating cabalistie bladders with this
nothing let us collect well observed
facts, however humble. From a
sheal of such facts a clear, calm
light may shine forth one day—a
light far preferable to the fireworks
of theories whichh dazzle us for a
moment only to leave us in blacker
durkness."

Fabre believes that the collection
of solid fucts is the beginning of

wistflom. Tle speaks of going forth
with a lantern which shows him,
“and but indistinetly, just ome of

the innumerable pieces that come
pose the mosaic of the ground Scl-
ence, toe, proceeds by lantern
flashes: §t explores nature's inex-
haustible mosaic piece by plece. Too
often the wick lacks oil; the glass
panes of (he lantern may not be
clean. No matter; his work is not In
vain who first recognizes and shows
to others one speck of the vast un-
knows.”

Troubled Lands

NEAR

EASTERN AFFAIRS AND
CONDITIONS, iy Stephen Pana-

retoll. ‘The Ma fllan Company,
RUSSIA IN THE FAR FAST. By
Leo asvelsky., The Macmillan Com-
pany
CHINA'R PLACE IN THE

SUN. By

Stapley Fligh. The Macmillan Com-
pany.,

Y whatever route one Jour-

neys from the eastern shore

of the Adrintic to the Pacific
roads lend through troubled

full ef turmoil and uncer-
It I2 a vast continent of im-

the
lands,

Lainty.

pending chauge, and what may come
out of it wo one can salely foretell,
We have been taught to think that
the Enast atic, immovable: but
heve it is, in obvious motion, though
whither It s going Is not cear. It
is not until one reaches China that
anything can be found that & gen-
uinely bopeful or promising as o
ground for teliel in a better future.
And in  spite of Mr. High's op-
timismy these three studies make a
depressing  picture,

Mr. Tanaretoll has been for many
years the Bulgarian Minister to the
United Siates. Mis book, despite its
comprehensive tille, is chiefly an at-

Near Fast™ Siberia and China
itself are their cbvipus fields. Mr.
Pasvolshy thinks the Soviets count
on wur betweem Japan and the
United BStates. Thero are other
errors in their calculations, as it
does not appear that the real China
is likely to listen te them. Mr. Pas-
volsky apparently belleves in an
ultimate pehabilitation of Russia on
non-Polshevik lines that may make
for international peace.

Mr. High's nccount of China iz a
sympalhetie, friendly amd apprecia-
tive pleture, Unged rather deeply,
however, with the Christian mis-
sionary spirit, which one has come
o regard as not eatirely accurate in
its cuvisagement of the Chinese.
His book is a useful survey of com-

mercial, economic and industrial
possibilities—even  probabilities—of

the near future. It also brings out
the often #epeated fact that the ex-
isting political chaos is superficial,
that the life of the people, who ure
still chiefly agricultural, goes on
regardiees of factional quarrels.
They are, however, slowly awak-
ing to the need of & real republic.
No one ean doubt that It is not abil-
ity to take care of and remljusy
herself that is lacking In China but
the collective will to do so. And
that will is slowly being educated.
It seems, on the whole, 4 movement
of good omen. as an awakened and
enlighiened China is likely to Lbe n
vast power for world peace,

LIFFl AND LETTERS OF SIR WIiL-
FRID LAURIER By Oscar Douglas
Skelton,  Ilustrated with  Photo-
&raphs. In Two Volumes, The Cen-
tusy Company,

HE title of this authorized bi-
ography of the famous Cana-
dian statesman by o man who

knew him throughout hig career has
a special interest owing (o the well
known idicsyncrosy of Slr Wilfrid
to write lettera if he
could help it. As Mr. Skelton re-
marked in his brief preface: “fe
never wrole a letter. when he could
hold a cooversation and he never
filed a document when he could store
the fact in his memory; fortunately,
his sceretaries saw’ to the filing., So
far as is known, he never wrote u
line in a diary in his life. Fle was
nol given to introspection; he lived
in his day's work.”
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If Winter Comes

305th Thousand $2.00
Little, Brown & C., Publishers.

THE
BGDKMAN

a

The new star in the maga-
zine ent. From a
comparatively small circula-
tion, THE BOOKMAN has
leaped in two years to the’
position a most-read
monthly. Here are some of
the features:

“Writing for Publication

in America,”” a scries of

articles by Robert Cortes

Holliday.

“ContemporaryAlfreds,”’

bedinning in the Fcbruary

number, Donald Ogden,

Stewart's satirical stories of

our prominent literary fig-

ures.

“The Journal of Tim-

othy Tubby,”” a rollicking:

anonymous literary bur-
lesque.

Theodore Dreiser’s Auto-'
biography, giving the story!
of his newspaper days. :

Articles and stories by

Mary Austin, Alexander

Black, Gertrude Atherton,

William McFee, Heywood,

Broun, etc.

A rendezvous for the clev-
erest essays, poetry, stories
and stimulating criticism.
It adds the spice to the
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